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1985 — Formation of the Leighton Buzzard Ramblers.

In the early part of 1985 the Bedfordshire Area of the Ramblers Adsociatognised that
there were sufficient RA members living in and around Leighton Buzaayjastify the
formation of a new Group.

This small advertisement appeared in the local newspaper,
the Beds & Bucks Observer, as it was then known. It invited
local people to join a walk to Old Linslade and back,
followed by a Group Formation meeting to be held at the
Trinity Methodist Church Hall, North Street on Saturday the
5" October1985.

Forty Two people turned out for the short walk which set off
at 2 pm along the Grand Union Canal to Old Linslade
Church, the meeting afterwards was also well attended.
Linda Hart from the RA’s Executive Committee explained the
work of the RA, how it protected the Rights of Way paths and
encouraged people to walk in the countryside. She also
advised how a local Group could be set up and the benefits it
would bring to all walkers.

It was proposed that a Group should be set up and so the first
Committee was formed. The two main stalwart committee
members were: lan Lindsay (Chairman & Treasurer) and
David Aston (Programme Secretary).

In addition to the committee there were also several ‘Founder Menivao also made a
considerable contribution to the new Group, leading walks and helping establiscesstul
social element. It was their enthusiastic commitment thathsestandard that continues
today, some quarter of a century later. Such individuals as; Mike HBayy Bone, Tony
Harding, Chris & Derek Vickery, Maureen Wong, Joan Tearle and Petido& Phillips. In
the following years new faces appeared, in particular a series of dediCitairmen like;
Tony Burge, Peter Clarke, Helen Cox, Alan Carter, Tom Brdwmgda Bawden, Carole
Dixon and Malcolm Davison, all ensured the Group maintained its friendly ovganised
status in the local community (see also their Role of Honour at pagRi48}).from the very
beginning, the Group took on the role of Footpath Guardians in South Bedfordshive)yacti
monitoring and reporting Rights of Way problems. Guidance notes for Walk seades
produced and several Map and Compass Navigation courses were arranged ovearshe ye
which all helped to maintain the Groups professional status as aie ¢éading RA groups
in the county.



During November and December of '85, a few hurried walks were duwnwged but no
walking programme was produced nor were any details of these watksded. The
committee met several times and existing RA member’s detisobtained from the RA
Head Office and applications from new members to join the RA weretsgdmi Group
Constitution was drawn up and suggestions and proposals for the way aheadseassed
and so the Leighton Buzzard Group of the Ramblers Association was born.

1986 — The first years walking programme.

The first walking programme produced, covered the period from JanuaryatohMvith
walks arranged fortnightly on Sundays, meeting at the Library car park béfimiag to the
starting place. The following picture is believed to be the §irstip walk photograph; it was
taken at The Bell pub in Studham on th& E&bruary 1986.

The walk was led by Tony Harding (far right), which was an 11 mituler walk; it took
place on a cold, snowy day from Ashridge. The route was via Letlielésden & Hudnall, to
Studham for a pub lunch at The Bell, the afternoon return was via Dagnall amdMdod.

The first Group AGM was held in the Eggington Cricket Club on tffeNarch. It was
announced that the Group funds stood at the princely sum of £47.25, bit diftetedty’s
£1,000 plus

had regularly led walks for the North London Group, LDWA

It was Mike who led the Groups first ‘Figure of Eight’ walk in
April which became a popular type of walk with the Group. This
gave walkers the choice of two short walks or an all day long
walk, this particular walk was around Buckland. It consisted of
a morning 6 mile walk returning to the starting place for a pub
lunch at the Rothchild Arms (now a private house); the

lunchtime! Many of the afternoon walks were usually at a
slower pace and often accompanied by much hilarity with
regular dives into the bushes for ‘comfort stops’. This photo of
Mike was taken at the Glen Nevis Gorge in June 1990.

One of the few experienced walk leaders was Mike Henry who

and the Aylesbury Ramblers before the Group was established.

afternoon loop was 7 miles. Mike became renowned for his long
pub lunch stops, he quite literally became a legend in his own



On the 11 May the Group travelled to Derbyshire for its first away-dayédk in Dovedale.
Tony Harding led the 12 mile circular walk through the picturesque gbeg&de the River
Dove and across to Wetton for a pub lunch at The Royal Oak. The afternoonfodimved
the high escarpment above the Manifold Valley, before the return drhe@ghton Buzzard.

The Group rounded 1986 off with a Christmas Social at the Eggington Critketwhich
including a slide show, music, dancing and a buffet. Participants were askeithg a plate
of food; this was to become the first of many very successfulektSuppers’

A few statistics for the first yea44 walks were arranged covering a total of 366 miles. The
highest number of walks led was 9 by Mike Henry, 7 by Tony HardingChris/Vickery, 3
by lan Lindsay, 2 walks each by David Aston & Peter Phillips. Groupbeesmip was 55.

1987 — Walking the Roaches with the Milton Keynes Ramblers.

The summer months saw the first regular evening walks, startihgome a month between
May and August, These were well attended, attracting new membersichson the pub
social afterwards as the walk itself.

It was Doug Bone who led the longest walk to date of 17 miles on thldy. The walk
followed a circular route starting from lvinghoe Beacon to the half wagHh stop at Great
Gaddesden. The afternoon return via Studham and Dagnall took place in pouring rain.

The first of three sections of Bedfordshire’s new long distanck tih@ Greensand Ridge
Walk was walked on thé‘dZAugust from Millbrook to Linslade (16 miles). David Aston led
the walk, he also led the other two sections from Sandy to Milli{d@kniles) & Sandy to
Gamlingay (13 miles), the following year in 1988.

On the 2% September the Milton Keynes Ramblers invited the Group to join themazch
trip to walk the Roaches in Staffordshire. About 45 people headed north fomdel@alk

R EEEEEE—————NN——S————

along the Roaches which marks the southern end of the Pennines. The wallateoin
glorious weather and followed the ridge top, the highest point at 1658 feeti@rbue
panoramic views. The unusual weathered gritstone rock formations seermedred of an
unreal appearance. Above; a cheeky Peter Phillips tells Maureen Lital$eyd on tight!

The year ended with the Groups Christmas Dinner at La Buse, rectirm@staurant in the
High Street (now a Chinese Restaurant). The local French staff helpedke the evening a
great success although it has often been compared with an episode fromdAtatier
than a Christmas dinner.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&9 walks were arranged covering a total of 507 miles.



1988 — The first weekend away, walking the Malvern Hills.

With over 60 splendid walks having taken place throughout the year, itilditdb select

just a few favourites to write about. The most memorable walksrabalgy the day trips
and weekends away, since walking pastures new always has a cer@fireatitement about
it.

The first of the day trips took place in March, a 10 mile walk alongvthsifold Valley in

Staffordshire. The walk started from llam Hall a National Trust priypand followed the
course of the old Leek and Manifold Light Railway which once ran along the wailey

between 1904 & 1934. After its closure the trackbed was surfacedke a trail for walkers
and cyclists. Three miles along the valley and a steep 300 foot climthegarty arrive at

Thor's Cave, a famous viewpoint for walkers. From here it was at Stoll across

meadows to the village of Wetton for a pub lunch at the Royal Oak. Theaftegeturn was

the same as the first day trip from Dovedale in 1986.

Walking this area became quite popular with the Group over the coming yetast in May
another day trip was arranged to the Peak District to walk theriggsn Trail. This 10 mile

walk began in Dovedale and started with a Group photo taken on the Stepping Stongs acros
the River Dove.

This time the walkers headed up Lin Dale and across to the villagessihgton. The walk
was arranged to coincide with the annual Well Dressing ceremony fohwhssington is
renowned to be the best in Derbyshire. Five highly decorated weitts wisited, each has a
religious theme made from a collage of flower petals, bark and mastses a clay-covered
board. Well Dressing in its modern form started after the great drough61% throughout
which the village wells never ran dry. The walk then continued alongopédine Tissington
Trail, the old Buxton to Ashbourne railway, opened in 1971 for walkersaidts. After the
obligatory pub lunch at the now closed New Inns Hotel, the party descendsdd¢paavine
to Milldale. The final 2 miles of the walk followed the Rivewv® through the spectacular
limestone gorge.

In September the Group was again invited by the Milton Keynes Rantbjems them on a
coach trip, this time to walk the Long Mynd near Church Stretton in Shropshire
Unfortunately it was a wet day and the large party set off in light ce an arduous 1000
foot ascent to reach the heather clad top of the Long Mynd. We werespdoghorious views

of the Welsh Mountains from the top but unfortunately the top was shroudeddnio true
Ramblers tradition everyone pressed on and headed for the nearest panbw(Bwu should
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have recognised a recurring theme with the Group!) The return halfeotvalk re-crossed
the misty Long Mynd then followed the picturesque rocky stresspath which descended
through the beauty spot of Ashes Hollow and back to the waiting coach.

The most memorably occasion of the year was undoubtedly the Group&érsiveekend
away to the Malvern Hills in October. The whole event was orgarbyeDavid & Janet
Aston, who made all the accommodation and travel arrangements as weddasglehe
walks. On Saturday the T’1‘5everyone met at West Malvern for a 12 mile walk to the
Worcestershire Beacon, along the Malvern Ridge south to the Herefed3dacon. The
views from the 1115 foot Beacon were unfortunately limited due to theweiather, as you
can see below.

The day ended with an evening visit to a local pub which by chance hachitskitle alley.
The Group took over the pub and a knockout competition was then arranged fronSuich
Lang was crowned the “Skittle Queen”. The starting place for Sundays wedk the
beautiful little town of Ledbury with its Elizabethan buildings and almsisoudee gentle 6
mile walk passed through splendid rolling countryside, ending with a pub lunchimack
Ledbury before the return drive to Leighton Buzzard.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&?2 walks were arranged covering a total of 551 miles.

1989 — The Group is invited to walk with other RA Groups.

The year got off to a good start when Tony Harding decided to $e
new standard for the Groups social status, by leading a New
Day ‘Pub Crawl Walk'. Four pub stops were made during the 6

and Bob Feaviour enabled all 26 walkers to sober up at their ho
Edlesborough after the walk, where they kindly provided hot soup| 4
a buffet.

In January the Group was invited to join the North Beds Group on a 6 mile atal
Stevington Country Park. In April the Ivel Valley Group (which waméal the year before
us in 1984) invited the Group to join them on an 11 mile walk fromt@eé&xeen to Old
Warden and back. Then in July it was the South Beds Group (which was disbatidetate
90’s) turn to host a 6 mile walk around Dunstable Downs. The Milton é&@roup again
showed us favour by inviting us twice to join them, in September fanige5Quiz Walk’
around Willen Lake then again in October for a 10 mile walk in the Cotswolds



The Groups first serious accident occurred on a February walk @baftesbury when just
15 minutes into the walk, Helen Cox slipped on some mud and broke herfackivalrous
Brian Lawrence gave Helen a piggy back up the hill to their car and dieveéo Milton
Keynes hospital where her ankle was set in plaster. Undeterreldebyaccident Helen
continued to walk with the Group and even led her first walk for the Greufollowing year
in September, then went on to become the Group’s first lady Chairm&hémperson for
the PC brigade!) in 1998.

g lronically it was Brian, pictured, who several years later in 1994, &ad
serious fall himself, embarrassingly self inflicted! This put bum of
action for several months. You can read all about it on page 16 and yes
it did occur just after the pub stop!

Brian was also a keen long distance walker and often entered challenge
walks organised by the Long Distance Walkers Association. He also
completed the 190 mile ‘Coast to Coast’ with Helen in 1993.

The Groups second weekend away took place on"th& B" May in the Church Stretton
area, again this was organised by David and Janet Aston, who made all the anentge
and led the walks. 27 members attended the walking weekend in finerwdatteincluded
an 11 mile walk along the Long Mynd and a 7 mile walk to Ragleth Hill, shelew.

On the 18 August the Group enjoyed another first when Tony Harding led a short 3 mile
Night Walk around lvinghoe Beacon. Two important factors were taken intadecatson;
firstly there was a full moon that night and secondly alcohol was tetsumed beforehand
(purely medicinal of course). Everyone met at 10pm at The Bell gslkmiough for some
Dutch courage before heading off to the hills with torches, surprismuipdy got lost.

There were two highlights in October. David and Janet Aston led a choreadlaf of 13 or 8
miles in the Charnwood Forest area in Leicestershire and a joint 1€ walk with the
Milton Keynes Group took place in the Cotswolds.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&3 walks were arranged covering a total of 501 miles.
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1990 — The B Anniversary celebrated in Cheadle.

By the start of 1990 the Group had been going long enough for many membershaoe to
the confidence and desire to do longer and more challenging walks. Thieeoline evident
as you read on. In addition it had the added advantage of also developing into & ‘ascial
well as a walking group. It was almost a hanging offence to lead a hatldid not have a
pub stop!

In late January Mick King, Reporter on the LBO (known until 1989 as #us B. Bucks
Observer) was invited to join us on a 7 mile Brickhills walk,dgdloan Tearle, Publicity
Officer at that time. Joan was hoping for a good write-up from Mickemext edition!! He
is still on the paper and gives us good coverage — our thanks to him!!!

March 28" and a new leader; Jim Valentine. Sadly he was taken ill during his inatie
Harrold Odell area and was unable to walk with the Group again. Jim, a goodottsi
than our average walker had settled in well and obviously enjoyed theaognHe was very
knowledgeable about architecture, especially churches and was alwagasum to have
along.

Easter in Majorca for a group of 10, which was arranged by lan Lindsay.\Wdssthe first
trip abroad. An excellent Ramblers Abroad Leader made for an enormouslyssutce
holiday.

The 3 weekend away since the formation of the Group was very well suppuitte 29
Ramblers heading for pastures new, the Brecon Beacons. David and Jametysinised a
marvellous 3 days with the highlight being Pen-y-Fan, pictured below.

Other walks were from Llanthony Priory up onto Offas Dyke Path anditideltle’ up Sugar
Loaf. Superb walking in good company and fantastic weather!!

Early June and Tony Willey led his first ‘away day’ in Derbyshikgowing the county well,
Tony was called on for a goodly number of other days out to what became dme of t
favourite walking counties for our Group. A breakfast stop at the lteic€srest East
service area on the M1 became a popular custom!! Good start to the idayhs a 10 mile
walk, starting at the Plague village of Eyam and the lunch stop at thelBan, Bretton.
We've used this excellent pub on a number of occasions since. Béasiifidted, standing
alone with wonderful views. Before the drive back home we alleshpygream tea in Eyam
(many giving the local speciality, fruit cake and cheese a trgry §ood it was too!!!

First of this years evening walks was on Friday’ ine with Tony Burge, starting from
Hockcliffe Church. A total of 6 evening walks took place duringuhereer, all on Fridays.
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The following day, Saturday $6some 30 members enjoyed tAée¥ening canal cruise this
time organised by Peter Clarke (our Chairman at that time) fromdpigsWharf.

Following on the social scene, an evening meal was arranged at an Indiaarse in July.

A 17 mile linear walk from Berkhamsted, having arrived there by tfeam Leighton
Buzzard was led by Tony Harding in August. A week later Tony ledfesaraad games with
bats and balls on a picnic walk around Aston Hill and The Crong.

In September our friends from the London Sports Club for the Blind wdrdymeas at
Leighton Station for what has since become an annual tradition. 5 guide dog$reeete
frolic in the canal on the return stretch from Great Brickhill.

An early October weekend away at Cheadle in ‘North Staffy Chiebreged the Groups™
Anniversary which was planned by David & Janet Aston. The RoachesTit@sworth
Reservoir was just one of four walks on offer. At dinner on the Safuadzake decorated
with the RA Logo was cut by our founder Chairman, lan Lindsay, with Maureiém (Bow
Wong) David Aston, Maureen Lindsay and Tony Harding. (Recognise him?).

With a view to continuing the celebrations the North Cotswold group weed &skey could
host an ‘away’ trip for us. We met members of their group at Bowmethe-Water for an 8
mile walk to the Slaughters and surrounding area.

A Firework Party with bangers ‘n mash was hosted by Chris and Déicdery at their
home. The year finished with a Christmas Dinner at the Globe on the 2Ztember. A
jolly evening with paper hats and crackers etc.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&3 walks were arranged covering a total of 542 miles.

1991 - Corfe Castle to Swanage and a steam train ride.

A quiz evening was held at the Eggington Cricket Club on Frid4yMa&rch. The next
social, which was in April, was a Cheese and Wine evening hostedahg Bnd Peter
Clarke. (Some had to take it easy on the alcohol as it was an earlyfatane next days
walk!!') This saw Tony Harding leading the group into a new area with a & walk

from Leatherhead, to the famous viewpoint of Box Hill and part of thiéh lawns Way.

A second weekend away in Church Stretton was once again splendidly organi3addy
and Janet Aston with the choice of both long and short walks. This took plitaey iwith

10



everybody staying at the conveniently situated Belvedere Hotela fast of interest it's
still there and being run as a Hotel, as at 2009) David and Janet coulesist the pull of
the area and have since moved to Church Stretton. A few of the loldgrstanding,
members, still pop in to say hello when in the area. David etllid walks for the local
Group and it is wondered whether his reputation of being able to sleepna@myetven during
coffee stops, has gone with him.

Another of Tony Harding'’s train out, walk back 17 milers kicked ofttimemer. This time
we walked back from Milton Keynes and had our closest look yet ateyéater Tower!
An on-going joke with the Group is thahereverwe may be walking and come across a
water tower, some wag will say ‘that's got to be Mursley — efemeire on the South
Downs!! The following Saturday Tony Willey led another great Derbgydbay Out, a 12
miler in the Butterton - llam area.

An ltalian Evening at a local restaurant took place on th& Aene.

The chance of some sea air in July with a day trip
to the South Coast, meeting at the Seven Sisters
Country Park, just west of Eastbourne. With
perfect weather, a goodly number set out along
the Cuckmere Valley, and with just a few puffs
conquering four of the seven sisters. (Which way
does your mind work?)

Are we nearly there?

It was then a great lunch stop at The Tiger Inn at East Dean. {(®@recommend) Glad of
some shade as the day really warmed up and it was a relief to ergnH~orest for the
afternoon stretch. Chris and Derek Vickery were the leaders.

Returning the hospitality given to us by the North Cotswolds Group irb€dimst year Tony
Harding led a July walk for them through Woburn Deer Park and along The Greensand
Ridge. After this 9 mile walk we finished up at the Royal O¥%aburn.

In August an away day to Charnwood Forest, courtesy of David Aston,hassighly
enjoyed as usual but was noteworthy for another reason. As long as a leadeotbtese
more than 10% of his flock he is held to be within tolerance. Hovegvéhe last section of
this walk some 33% of the group was nowhere to be seen. Hovesareh parties found the
missing ‘ramblers.’

On Sunday 2 August a large number of the group were invited to Cheddington Church Hall
to celebrate the wedding of Maureen Smith and Ken Wong which took place off they27
Although they met whilst walking, it was not with this Group but orFdéliday. We then
gained, with Ken joining us the expertise on photography and computers.

Tony Harding held his first map and compass course on Saturday the 17th August which
aimed to improving walk leaders’ understanding of Ordnance Survey maps and navigation
skills. A theory session was held at Eggington and with superb guidance Hoiesvas
followed by practical work on Ivinghoe Beacon a few days later.
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Sunday 25th August saw us again under David Aston’s leadership, half a dozen stalwart
braved the Group’s first ever 20 mile walk following the Ridgewamy fSaunderton to the

top of Ilvinghoe Beacon. Greeted at the summit by Janet Aston, thehmartgescended to

the car park where Chris Vickery surprised them with ginger eakkfresh brewed tea made

on a primus stove — very welcome too!!

In September Tony and Doreen Burge inaugurated what has now become a wé&hysed
Out. Meeting at Marlow for a delightful 8 mile walk along the Thame#$ RatHenley,
stopping off of course, for lunch, at ‘The Flower Pot’ at Aston. Eliegrm to Marlow was on
the Thames by a steamer and was followed by a Pot Luck Supper at Tony eed ®oome

in Naphill.

On September #9lan Lindsay led the Blind Walk taking a route through Wing and Ledburn
with lunch at the Hare and Hounds.

October saw yet another marvellous ‘Aston’ weekend away, this tm&wanage.
Saturday’s walking was fairly wet, so much so that certain individudlshewer live down
the ignominy of doing the last part by bus! In contrast, the sun shone on Sunday’s

unforgettable walk from Corfe Castle, up and along Ballard Down and Nine Bddawn to
to Swanage (pictured above Swanage). What could then be more natural fortizavito
bring us back from Harman’s Cross to Corfe by steam train? (Dapdssionate about his
steam trains!!). As you can see it was a well supported weekentherhahch time pub we
used, The Greyhound in Corfe, became one that we visited a numbersointitine years to
come.

Once again it was to the Globe for the Christmas dinner on'tH2etember. As you can see
there has been a great deal of coverage for the social side of thagydikwever, there was
a still plenty of ‘normal’ walks throughout the year.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&7 walks were arranged covering a total of 597 miles.

1992 — The year of the Cotswold Way.

New Years Day. What a way to start the year, a 6 mile waheidry, well outside anyway!
4 pub stops were planned! As it happened only three

were reached, some said it was because the walk
too long, but the real reason was that tH& Bub stop
was too long!! The leader was Tony Harding w
insisted that it was the WALK he was leading, but th
there know better. It shows the type of members we
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then as 26 turned out and all were there at the last pub. Beer was a £1at fhid time.
Interestingly the four pubs, the Red Lion at Marsworth, the Half MatoiVilstone, the
Grand Junction at Bulbourne and finally the Anglers Retreat back at Marswacethll still
in business!! Not sure whether this was expected to be the futueenpatiour walks as over
the next 2 or 3 months it was not unusual to have a turn out around, and in ek&8ss
people on each walk, and that'’s including the long walks!

In March it was back to the social side, a Quiz evening held at thedgigg Cricket Club,
this being organized by Maureen Lindsay. The cricket club was fasethany of our
meetings and social events in the early years.

19th April Easter Day and David and Janet Aston gave the people of Leight@rdazest

as they took the group to Charnwood Forest in Leicestershire, givenghoice of 2 walks,
12 or 7 miles. The day finished with a delightful stop at Bradgate tea radthsugh not

sure how everybody managed to get back at the same time, 5pm!

On the 18 and 2% April, Tony Harding ran another of his map and compass sessions with
a practical session on the following Saturday to see if what we had leautdt loe put into
practice!!

2"Y May saw the Group off on theif'veekend away to start the 100 mile Cotswold Way
walk. This outing covered the first 30 miles from Bath to Wotton-tiedge and was
organized by lan Lindsay. The intention was to do the walk over a periodnebrit®s in 10
‘easy’ day stages. As this write-up progresses perhaps we ailisether this happened!

During the course of June the numbers on the walks averaged about 20 and thisdinclude
another day in Derbyshire - Matlock, Cromford area when there was aeclbbian 8 or 10

mile walk organized by Tony Willey with the pub stop in Bonsall and ah&tdp at the Old
Station House (2 cups of tea and a scone 90p!)

18" July (another Saturday excursion) saw the group off to Selborne in Hampéthirdnne
Pamplin and Sue Whiting as leaders. Our numbers, much reduced by normal staddards
possibly by a 7am start and heavy rain. This 11 miler started at Aasten’s House in
Chawton. At the end of the walk a couple of Ramblers had a look over Uste:’d house
and found themselves thereexiactlythe same time, 4.30pm and on the exact date that Jane
Austen died - but 175 years later! Spooky!

Saturday 1st August Chairman’&2nnual Day out. Starting at Marlow, walking along the
Thames to the Flower Pot at Aston for lunch and on to Henley befoneggitéi boat back to
Marlow. Having had a good day out it was finished off with a Pot luck supp2oraen and
Tony Burge’s home at Naphill.

The last weekend in August, a Bank Holiday, saw thieg of the Cotswold Way, another 3




days walking covering a total of 33 miles, starting from Wotton-under-Edgerahidg up at
Crickley Hill. This section turned out to be a real testeliofving a fairly easy first day of 8
miles, the next day proved to be a very hilly 11 miles and trereflay 3 was rather
daunting as it turned out to be about 15 miles. Everybody went homéyimdelighted that
they had achieved so much! The picture above was taken at HareshetthBe

Saturday 28 September and it was off to Derbyshire again!! A very misty clathé 10
miles, led by Tony Harding. The route was through Halldale to Wettongvehpub lunch
was taken at The Royal Oak, then returning along the Manifold Valley.

The following day we were hosts for our friends from the London Spluftsf@ the Blind
meeting them from the train at Tring station. Lunch stop was at teghGund in Aldbury
and was nice enough to sit outside, there the landlord changed his rulesvooaltdlind
folk (and the group) to eat their sandwiches within the gardens Tlsishea 3¢ visit to our
Group and as is shown on the 2010 programme the arrangement is still going.aGtiris
Derek Vickery were leaders. Chris is kneeling in the pidbetew.

Outskirts of Aldbury

October saw the first of the one day trips to continue the Cotswaydts covered Crickley
Hill to Dowdeswell reservoir. There was also an evening soci@gagington Cricket club.
Music provided by a group called ‘Folklore’ all serving police offgcetA donation of £200
was made by the group to Bedfordshire Police Benevolent Fund.

Into November and another day trip to the Cotswold Way, to cover the famirte
Dowdeswell to Winchcombe, a total of 13 miles. It was aftelsvaoted as the worst day of
the year weather-wise.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&4 walks were arranged covering a total of 517 miles.
Derek had kept a record throughout the year of walk attendances, thes®8&r

1993 — The ascent of Helvellyn.

It was a good start to the year with 5 walks scheduled for Januaryirshéeing a figure of
8 in the Brill area led by David Butler. David Aston then changed thes tojestarting his
walk with a coffee stop, at his home, it was then off around StockgrthersQvere
Cockshoots Wood for 8 miles by Tony Burge and Aspley Guise ledibyihkery. Just to
show the longer walks were still required Tony Harding’s walk fabbwa trip to Tring
station by train and the walk back to Leighton via the Ridgeway and the Twe Ridge

A Valentines Day 14 miler led by Tony Willey was the northerroh#iiie Aylesbury Ring.
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28" March and it was the"souting, the % one day and the™section of the Cotswold Way
being from Winchcombe to the delightful hamlet of Stanton. Sadly no pub stop secthun.

April 18" a breakfast walk led by Chris and Derek Vickery starting at Tstagjon (in the
days when parking was free!) arriving at The Greyhound in Aldbury for a l@&dkfast.
Oddly though the pub stop at lunch time was back in Leighton at the Stag!

We did not have to wait long for the second half of the Aylesbury Ringtas @' April
Tony Willey led the group round the southern half which was a little laatgs miles.

May brought quite a crop of ‘away days’ with another trip to Charnwood Fameahged by
... you've guessed it...David & Janet Aston.

Also in May, lan Lindsay (on the
left in this picture) led the fband
final 10 mile section of the
Cotswold Way from Stanton to
Chipping Campden, this being just
a year after the first section was
started and over 10 days, precisely
as predicted!

The final pub stop at Broadway

Ann Pamplin and Sue Whiting took us again to Selbourne in Hampshire, the repgadtbei
the request of those who were unable to go in July last year.

The Spring Bank holiday trip saw a number of the Group going to the LakecDisr the
first time. Based at Glenridding on the edge of Ullswater withfélewalks being led by
Tony Harding and his knowledge of the area proved very useful as it wessagcto make
a few changes to the planned programme, all down to the misty and vemgather most of
the time. There were however a few spectacular walks, tlemtast Helvellyn (3148ft) via
Striding Edge and climbing to Hig
Street (2719ft) was achieved at the
second attempt after the weath
improved.

A\1%4

Pictured on Striding Edge just
below the Helvellyn summit are:
Hanna Harding, David Butler,
Derek Vickery, Amanda Carey
and Tony Burge.




3rd July saw the group off to Derbyshire again with Tony Willey, ngeti Hollinsclough
for 9 miles. Although after lunch, which was at The Quiet Woman (whdheaie was no
such thing?) the group split into two with the A group going to High Wheeldonhan@ t
group going back via as many tea rooms and craft centers as they could find!

Sunday 29 August and Tony Harding led the Leighton - Linslade Loop for the first Aime.
19 mile walk which he devised, this circular walk started at Stockgrenh a lunch stop at
the Carpenters Arms in Slapton and passed through 10 local parishes.

19" September and this time it was Peter Clarke who led the Annuafavdlondon Sports
Club for the Blind. Starting from Berkhamsted then over to Ashridgle adunch stop at the
Valiant Trooper in Aldbury.

8" October and it was another trip away, this time going south hoping for hetither.
Chris & Derek Vickery arranged the weekend in the Eastbourne arbauitih long and

short walks over the 3 days. In an effort to make things simplasitdecided to go for a
small hotel (who remembers that song?) so as to avoid going out for the ewssahg
Simple? Not the first breakfast! A very exacting owner toalersrfor breakfast at the
previous evening meal expecting everybody to be sitting at the saredql breakfast! NOT
so! It was a quick shuffle round, or you got someone else’s breakfast!

A trip to the delightfully lavish Royal Theatre in Northampton to‘Besl M for Murder’
was arranged by Pat Bridgeman in November and the Christmas meal wses Bodt in
Soulbury.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&1 walks were arranged covering a total of 497 miles.

1994 — Back in Derbyshire again.

January gave the group the first half of the Cross Bucks Way witlsebieon of 14 miles
being led by Tony Willey, it being from Stratton Audley to Addington.

Fairly new to the group, Alan Carter, not only volunteered to becomesiireahe also
volunteered to lead walks and this, on th& E&b was his first one, 9 miles around Studham.
At this time we had one member, Brian Lawrence, who found tuliffo conform to the
rules of common sense, this walk being no exception. Unable tothesrsipe hanging from

a tree - he enjoyed the swing, but not the fall, ending up in hospital adl action for some
while. Unconventional to the end, because of the very muddy area, ltaéaaoe could not
get near and so parked on a lane some way away. Brian left the group beied tamough
hedges and across the fields with a number of the ramblers acting tabestrbearers!!
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The middle of May saw the group back in Derbyshire again with Tony and \@Hiey, this
time for a weekend. Some of the routes were along Curbar, Froggatt and Shadges, E
Stanton Moor, Chatsworth and Grindlow. With both long and short walks the tetahde
covered was 47 miles.

Froggatt Edge

The month ended with the first leg, 12 miles, of the Icknield ¥dalyy David Butler.

During June and July there were a total of 7 evenings walk, the secondnatindr 12 miles
of the Icknield Way with the social event being a BBQ. Taking advantdge immer, no it
was not always raining, and following the acquisition of a number of toolgrthg went out
on 5 occasions armed with all manner of weapons to attack the overgrowatiwegen
various footpaths throughout the area.

1994 was obviously a popular year for long distance walks as in August Tory &fllthe
2" half (15 miles) of the Cross Bucks Way and in September Alan Caared the
Greensand Ridge Walk, to be walked in 3 parts.

There has been mention of walks being led by David and Janet Aston. Davideasasrer
for a number of years and when they left to live in Church Stretiwastnot long, in fact in
the October, when they arranged a weekend of walking in that area fgratp. Staying at
the Long Mynd Hotel it was not surprising that the Long Mynd moorland plataaypavt of
the walking. Completed in two sections, each of 12 miles. David antdidread a number
of walks over the years in Church Stretton and obviously the area had a too fdigen
them. An added dimension to the weekend was the Murder Mystery Werlaamded by
the Long Mynd Hotel where the Group was staying. The actors played in @raaadll
times. One of our party probably has a longer lasting memory of theengewhen, upon
summoning the lift in the hotel, the doors opened to reveal a ‘corpseferbin blood lying
on the floor!

Here we are again and time for the walk with the London Social Club fd3lihe, this time
led by Helen Cox for 6 miles around Linslade and Great Brickhill.

As you would have noticed, over this 5 year period, we had many entltusiastbers who
were prepared to lead either short or long walks, weekends awayoarad events. This was
backed-up with great support from the rest of the group as you wiliaeeliis photo below
which shows nearly 40 people on the trip to Eyam in Derbyshire in dyay Tony Willey,
pictured centre kneeling.
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Not only did many people get to know Leighton Buzzard's footpaths well buthake of
surrounding areas and a few places they may have heard of, but not beenftog®tting of
course the now extended knowledge of many pubs around! There are aleseddtill with
us but with it being 16 years on, their mileage has reduced as thehgarsncreased!

Having now completed my 5 year section | would like to thank particulary Harding for
many of the statistics used throughout and to Joan Tearle for saving allatihe e
programmes which gave me the opportunity of resurrecting so much of ksedetdils.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&8 walks were arranged covering a total of 561 miles.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkx

Editors note; the following anecdote appeared in the GroufisAtthiversary booklet
produced in 1995 and has been reproduced here for your amusement.

The Ramblers Survival Guide

Walking through the countryside on a bitterly cold winter's day, a Randalere across a
frozen cockerel. He noticed steam rising from a nearby dunghill, satle enhole in it with
his walking stick and dropped the cockerel into it up to its neck tomwg gradually. He
then went on his way pleased with the thought that he had probably saved thelsdit&er

Sure enough, the cockerel started to warm up, it wriggled about and getnigs out.
Flapping them to give a greater pull and crowing with delight, it atth¢hee attention of a
passing fox, which grabbed it by its neck, pulled it right out and tookfratfis dinner.

This story has three morals:
Firstly, he who drops you in it up to your neck may not be your enemy.
Secondly he who pulls you out of it may not be your friend.

Thirdly, when you are in it up to your neck — don’t make a song and dance about it !.
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1995 — The Group celebrates its" @nniversary.

On 31 August 1995 membership stood at 168, an increase of nine on the py@aous
During the year, 24 members led walks, including Tony Harding, ChrikeNjic Peter
Phillips, David Butler, Helen Cox, Alan Carter and Joan Tearle, whdedllfive or more
walks. The evening walks started from the beginning of the \malkréil head as US hikers
would say), not the Library Car Park. In addition, four members took ipathe Grand
Union canal walk between October 21-26 covering 145 miles from London tm&am.

An away day in July included a 9 mile wa|
from Connaught Water, Epping Forest, v
High Beach, Rushey Plain and Strawber
Hill it was led by Pat Gay (third from left)
The lake was named after the Duke
Connaught, who was the first Ranger of tps
forest.

Highlights of the year included a long distance walk along the Ridgeway PathAfrebury

in Wiltshire to Ivinghoe Beacon. Dave Merrington led the walks ¢weetsections: Overton
Hill to White Horse Hill (21 miles), White Horse Hill to Giog (21 miles), and Goring to
Princes Risborough (22 miles). This was a delightful walk, withwhige chalk track

stretching away into the distance and many interesting archaeologicaltsise® en route.
In September new member Lynda Bawden led the Group around the recently @@endd,

Ashridge Boundary Trail.

Another very successful Derbyshire weekend in May was enjoyed, ttmiksis and Tony
Willey. Excellent walking was mixed with some nostalgia when Grooan#e across the
Tramway Museum at Crich. Both David Aston and David Butler (anoraks!)ttdoe

dragged away from the scene. For the remainder of the walk theylm®dtdind at the back,
indulging in “trainspeak”. This photo was taken on the first day"(May) at The Miner's
Standard pub, Winster. Tony & Chris are pictured bottom right.
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A successful Family Rambling Day event was organised by JennyaHédekter Clarke in
June, with a short 4 mile walk along the Linslade Canal and Firs Path.

A three-day event in October marked thg
Tenth Anniversary of the Groug
beginning with an evening meal at The
Cock Inn, Wing, followed next day by |[a
night ramble up lvinghoe Beacon and
the day after that by a walk from the
Three Locks to the Boot in Soulbury fg
breakfast, then on to the Red Lion
Great Brickhill for lunch and finally on
to Redwood Glade for an elegant
sufficiency of champagne and cake. T
picture shows founder members, lan |8
Maureen Lindsay, Joan Tearle, Diana
Mehew, Maureen Wong and Tony Harding at the traditional ‘Cake Cutting’.

There was a good attendance, helped by the display put on by Joan
Tearle and Tony Harding in the Leighton Buzzard Library to publicise
the anniversary. There was even a special T-shirt design produced to
mark the occasion.

Another highlight of the year was a compass and navigation class run by Tonyndjavith
theoretical sessions at Eggington Cricket Club and a field sessiomghbe& Beacon to put
members’ new-found skills into practice. Tony also organised sewetplth clearances.

Other social activities included a barbeque held in Alan and Heather Cagarden, an
enjoyable Christmas meal at The Boot in Soulbury and a theatre trgetd@isne and Time
Again by Alan Ayckbourn.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&8 walks were arranged covering a total of 755 miles.

1996 — Five long distance walks in a year.

Membership in this year was 172, again a small increase on the preygamsA record
number of national long distance trails were walked in the year asvsllo

1. The Peddars WayNorfolk Coast Path) led by David Butler on 4-6 May, covering 48
miles from Knettlishall Heath to Hunstanton.

2. The Jurassic Way(Banbury to Stamford) led by Helen Cox completed in four
sections on the weekends of 27/ 28 April and 8/9 June, a total of 585 mil

3. The North Norfolk Coastal PatHed by Alan Carter in three sections on 24, 25 and
26 August, a total of 45 miles from Hunstanton to Cromer.

4. The Ridgeway PathDave Merrington led the final section of 19 miles from Princes
Risborough to Ivinghoe Beacon on 3 March.

5. A section of Offa’s Dykewas walked during a weekend trip to the Black Mountains
in October led by Tony Harding. The walk started from Llanthony Priory.
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The England-Wales border still mostly follows Offa’s Dyke throbhghW¥elsh Marches much
of the earthwork can be attributed to Offa, King of Mercia from 7579t This picture was

taken on a steep climb on the Offa’s Dyke path, with first 5 in lHena Harding, Joy

Bown, John Duxbury, Mike Griffin then Maureen Wong.

The Group at Llanthony Priory, this is one of the earliest houses of #igascanons to be
founded in Britain, and is one of only a handful in Wales.

On 1 September 1996 Tony Harding led a walk round the Leighton Linslade Loogs &his i
20 mile walk which encircles Leighton Buzzard & Linslade passing thraeghlocal
parishes, it was devised and first led by Tony in August 1993 as a 16&hatlilenge walk. It
was a magnificently sunny day, starting from Stockgrove Country Parkiekidg up Jim
Phelps at Waterloo Farm en route, with a break for lunch at the CageArms in Slapton,
the halfway point. It was extremely thirsty work and by Heath andhReeeryone was
gasping for another pint of ale (or a fruit-based drink).

Alan and Heather Carter organised an additional activity outside the walks qroge - a
week’s walking in Brittany, leading all the walks themselves andngnaiti the travel and
accommodation arrangements. The walks covered the Crozon Peninsula, € &for
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Huelgoat, the picturesque village of Locronan (the setting of Polanslass Df the
D’Urbervilles) and the 1,100-ft summit of Menez-Hom, a smooth roundéd with
commanding views of the coast and inland. In all, the tour covered 5l mile

The Footpath Officers, David and Carolyn Warren, raised
various points with the County Council about reinstatement of
ploughed up paths. The Council indicated that their policy was
that when the crop causes an obstruction (4-6 inches tall), the
landowner must clear the path. The current legal position is that
cross-fields paths should be cleared within two weeks. David &
Carolyn looked after footpaths in their local Heath & Reach
area.

A questionnaire to all short walk leaders showed 90% support for appointing arizakkr
when large numbers of walkers turned up. It was suggested that baakrsnsttkuld be non-
leaders to encourage them to become walk leaders. This policy has ned: laps

Social activities included pub nights at the Cock Horse, Heath and Readheafbck Inn,
Wing; a slide show by John Goode on the Milford Track in New Zealand; hnsdtrGas
dinner at the Cock Horse.

A couple of statistics to end the ye®4 walks were arranged covering a total of 871 miles.

1997 — Controversy over the walking pace!
Membership stood at 196, compared with 172 the previous year.

On Sunday 18 May John Goode and Tom Brown organised a walk from Eggington to
Hockliffe and Battlesden, to support the national ‘Free Your Paths Weeleamntishow some

of the good work done by the County Council on local paths. The group @$itedh
Stretton and walked on Offa’s Dyke and Ragleth Hill. This photo was takke minction of
Offa’s Dyke and the Shropshire Way on the 17 May. The trip was organigeavigy Aston

who had moved back to Church Stretton.

June was a particularly active month. Lynda Bawden organised a 23®ml& our Bike’
ride and picnic at Grafham Water; John Goode and Chris Sames led a walefaondon
Blind Rambling Club from Leighton Buzzard railway station to Southcott, Wing and
Ledburn; and John Goode led a walk of 12 miles with the theme of ‘Shakes|Steatrd’
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from Stratford-on-Avon Racecourse to Anne Hathaway’s cottage and Mary Atdarss,
with lunch at the Mary Arden Inn in Wilmcote. Family Rambling Day on 29 d@sean
enormous success, with over 50 parents and children walking around Woburn.

Other notable walks in the year included an excursion to Doveddeibyshire with Tony
Harding, a weekend in the Wye Valley with David Butler and a 10-ould ramble led by
Chris Sames and Sylvie Taylor as part of the RA’s National Access Day.

At the Group AGM in November concern was expressed that some eadidrd were
exceeding the standard pace of 2% miles per hour, thus making it dificult

several members to keep up. It was agreed that walks aboyateshould be

described in the programme as briglditors note although good intentioned

this contradicted RA guidance notes for walk leaders which advised“#at,

walk leader should always walk at the pace of the slowest person’tefine

‘brisk’ was eventually dropped from the programme.

This problem however had been mentioned earlier in the year, also anotaphbout too
many consecutive long walks on the programme; this was overcome by imtgodymlicy

of alternate short & long walks and ensuring that the first walk of thetimincluded both a
long and short walk each Sunddyditor's note as a result of these issues a separate
splinter group was formed in June, consisting of about 20 of the older, long rgandi
members. They became the KOS, walking monthly, at a leisurelyvgheae mandatory pub
lunch stop but still remaining loyal to the main Leighton Ramblers Group. thi&k Group,
the KOS is still going strong, although a few are now, non-walking so@atbers. Just to
clarify the acronym, the appropriately named KOS stands for, ‘Knacke@&@ils’, an old
RAF service term used by young airmen when referring to their SNE&O’s!

At a Committee meeting in December it was also agreed to encourage
members to carry mobile phones for use in an emergency but to suggest
that these were switched off during walks, on the grounds that ramblers
were already well noisy, particularly when everyone was fresthat
beginning of a walk. It was also suggested that Committee members
should try to get out on more walks (how different from our present
exemplary behaviour), with the particular aim of welcoming new
members.

The busy social calendar included a ten-pin bowling evening in Milton Kegnegat as

Much as You Can’ Chinese buffet at Shan Shui Cottage in Leighton Buzzard, regular pub
evenings at the Star, Heath and Reach and The Cock at Wing, a barbeque &tQbhsa
Duxbury’s home in Carlton Grove and a Group Christmas dinner at the Cocle Hors

A couple of statistics to end the ye&®0 walks were arranged covering a total of 672 miles.
1998 — Bedfordshire’s own long distance, Bunyan Trail, is walked.

The general pattern of Sunday walks, with a short and a long walk ongh8dinday of the
month was continued, with occasional away trips.

Helen Cox, pictured, began the 70-mile Bunyan Trail on 28/29 March,
meandering through the places associated with John Bunyan’s travels
as a tinker and preacher. He was arrested and tried at Harlington for
preaching illegally and imprisoned at Bedford in November 1660,
which is where he wrote his masterpiece Pilgrim’s Progréks. walk

is almost entirely in Bedfordshire, with only about a mile of thee

near Hexton being in Hertfordshire. The walk was completed on 26/27
September after three full weekends of walking and those participating
celebrated with an Indian meal.
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Alan Carter led an Easter linear walk along the Weavers Way froom€r to Great
Yarmouth, covering 56 miles in four days; while John Duxbury and Bob Petjamised a
week in the heart of the Cotswolds, based on Nether Swell Manor.

One innovation tried by Joy Bown was a walk starting at 2.00pm on a Sunday afternoon,
allowing for a lie-in, beginning at the Black Horse Inn in Milton Keyndshn Goode also
experimented with a figure-of-eight walk from Brill, covering fges in the morning and
4.5 miles in the afternoon at a leisurely pace. Peter Thompson edpifss idea with a
figure-of-eight walk from Stockgrove Park, covering six mileB@mnorning and 5.5 miles in
the afternoon. On 20 September John Goode highlighted the value to the conohunity
public access to ‘open country’ on National Access to the Countryside ibag walk round
Aston Abbotts, Wingrave and Rowsham. The walks programme that yeamétindadvalk
round Woburn Park led by Pat Bridgeman and Majorie Spoors as part of the RAigdFef
Winter Walks intended to promote new membership.

One administrative point was that the accident log was reinstatéis hid not been used
since 1994 but it was agreed by the Committee that all accidents shoulefdiinde
recorded in the log, to be kept by the Group Secretary.

Social activities included many pub evenings - at the Duke’s Head in Heath
and Reach, the Old Swan in Cheddington, the Star in Heath Road, the Red
Lion in North Street (described as; Progressive - Raucous - Riotous- and
Revelling!) and the Hope and Anchor in Eaton Bray. Ten-pin bowling in
Milton Keynes, a barbecue, a trip to see Me and My Gal at the bjbrar
Theatre (to see one of our members treading the boards in the chorus) and
finally Christmas dinner at the Cock Horse all contributed to a packadlsmdendar.

A couple of statistics to end the yed01 walks were arranged covering a total of 921 miles.

1999 - The Group produces its own “Walk Leaders Guidance Notes”.

Membership of the Group stood at 200, again a small increase over previaus ye
Alternating long and short walks continued to be the mainstay of the walksapnogy.

Lynda Bawden’s Cotswolds Way walk was completed on 18 April with aain€lipping

Camden, after walking the last stretch from Stanway to Chipping Camderesmdng 100

miles in all along the Cotswolds escarpment with beautiful vieW&ertificates were
presented to those who had completed all sections of the route. Aowatk Caldecote Lake
was organised in June as part of the RA Family Rambling Day.

Away breaks included the Wessex Ridgeway and a full week of walkiegtiteelength of

the Dales Way. Our first day walk with transport was organisgdiim Phelps and took
place on the section of the Thames Path from Greenwich to TowkgeBmith a coach
being provided from and back to Leighton Buzzard. After a shaky
start, when support for the day was low, the walk proved very
successful but the arrangements did not lead to a great demand for
replacing our shared car system.

In January 1999 the Group issued a booklet entitled ‘Walk
Leaders’ Guidance Notes’, largely written by Tony Harding and a
revision of an earlier tome. It was designed to help new leaders
with the planning and leading of walks in lowland countryside. An
unkind observer might have noted that this advice seemed to be
needed. In his introduction, the Secretary, John Duxbury, said
that a third of the party dropped out of the first walk he led, he lost
a third of the group halfway round his second walk, and on the
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third only seven people turned up. The booklet warns prospectivieagers that you will

be expected to be the ‘expert’, who resolves all transport arrangemanswers any
guestions on flora and fauna and knows everything about stately homes and archaeological
sites encountered en route. As Sally Clay, the Programme Secdiagryed: ‘A moving,
microscopic portrait of a walk leader’s fate’. To which, Jim Pkehdded: ‘Marvellous ...
exquisite pacing ... ideal length’. Curiously, in the light of thesgemws, the publication was

not short-listed for the Booker Prize that year.

The walks programme that year concluded with walks in Woburn Park andgimgias a
contribution to the 1999 Festival of Winter Walks organised by the RamBisss'ciation,
with the aim of increasing membership, and sponsored by Millets.

Committee changes included Kathy Ritchie taking over as ProgrammeaBgevhen Sally
Clay stood down after four years of hard graft and gentle persuasion. Sglwies took over
from Chris Sames as Footpath Officer in early 1999 and walked all the oflay in the
various parishes with the footpath guardians. She began a sustained campaign with the
County Council to reinstate many paths in Billington, Eggington and Hockidtehad been
ploughed up. In particular, she reported that walking in Hockliffe was no tcngéeasure
as six paths had been ploughed up, two were blocked by farmyard debrigsatoneas
overgrown and lacked a stile, one was blocked by barbed wire and ahe/éigloccupied by
an intimidating bull. By December most of the paths in Hockliffe had banstated but
other problems remained, which the County Council was asked to remeslyoasas
possible.

A Millenium stile was installed at Billington during the year witlspecification devised by
the local P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) that allowed for older peopie hmited leg-lifting
ability (the most common problem being getting that second leg over thailjoplt also
allows dogs to get through. Over a dozen of these stiles wentuaNy installed in the
parish and they have survived ten years of use remarkably well. adaea@gnise them as
they look like miniature level crossing gates.

At the Area AGM meeting in November the Chief Executive drRadngblers’ Association,
Frank Syratt, suggested walking should be considered as a form of trgrispogetting to

work. He also commented on the continuing lack of people prepared to taeaiobs

and suggested greater publicity in order to foster interest. TiWwasenothing to stop areas
changing the job descriptions for jobs in order to make them easier tb fAl§ regards

better communication with members, the RA intended to hold training ewehtseminars

round the country.

Social activities included regular pub nights, a Pot-Luck buffet
lunch at Norfolk House Farm in Eaton Bray and a cycle and
sizzle day.

There was a barbeque, with Lynda Bawden coordinating the
‘girlie stuff and Alan Carter the macho bits (one couldn’t say
that these days).

The year ended with a Christmas dinner and disco at the Hunt
Hotel in Linslade.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&7 walks were arranged covering a total of 930 miles.

2000 — The 1% Anniversary and a walking brunch.

The first walk of the new millennium was led by Ken and Rita Basya short 5 mile jaunt

to begin the year and the century, thereafter the programme settledtdoerusual weekly
walk with an additional one on the first Sunday of the month. Much work had beehydone
John Duxbury and the team on the 36-page Millennium Walks booklet (20,000 copmes wer
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produced) which contained ten local walks devised and written by Group mernibers
walks ranged from a 1% mile ‘Southcott Stroll’ to the 20 mile ‘Leightamslade Loop’. On

the 20" of January a copy was delivered free to all Leighton Buzzard householdsheit
Citizen newspaper. The not inconsiderable expense was met with argranthé Lottery

Fund. The early months were not short of activities which included aig@osupper, a Barn
dance and a day trip to France.

In August Lynda Bawden, picturetf rom the right, led a walk with a difference — A 13 mile
Cycle Ride!This photo of them was taken outside the Old Crown in Great Horwoodtsdter
traditional pub lunch stop.

Footpath Officer Sylvie Eames began representations with the County Calauit
proposed closure to the public of the track alongside the egg-packing stafiamnbull’s
Lane, Heath and Reach. Despite some pro forma statements of evitlévea ase for 20
years the subsequent public inquiry in 2003 decided, despite an earliemoadierin 2001 in
favour of adding it to the definitive map, that it was not a right-of-way this was
reaffirmed by the Secretary of State for the Environment. Unforlynatewere not able to
produce any evidence that it had ever been waymarked as a public path; altleveghl s
former users said there were once ‘public rights of way’ signs &t éotls of the lane but
these had subsequently disappeared.

With the 18 anniversary of the creation of the Group falling in October a specid wak

organised by Heather Carter on the"l&f the month from the Library Car Park to Soulbury,
where a ‘brunch’ was taken at The Boot where the Mayor, Mark Faegained the party.
The walk then continued on to Great Brickhill, through Stockgrove Countiy &et then
followed the Greensand Ridge Walk back to the White House for a champagptan.
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October also had another celebration as Tony Harding led hid" M@k for the Group
which in total had covered 964 miles, this was also reported iotted LBO newspaper.
The walk was a repeat of his very first walk in February 1986 frashridge over
Berkhamstead Common to Studham and Dagnall.

At the AGM in November, Sylvie Eames stood down as FootpathrQ@ffite
was replaced by Ted Herbert and Carole Dixon, two officers vmeng

required, as with the demise of the Flitvale Group, there were maths to
cover. Another first was also recorded as John Duxbury created atimfab

site, accessed through the national Ramblers site.

Just to round out the year Ken and Rita Barry finished as they had starte@dtikel last
walk on the programme with a 6 mile walk from Wendover along sectidhs @&fylesbury
Ring and South Bucks Way paths.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&@1 walks were arranged covering a total of 651 miles.
2001 — Foot and Mouth disease stops countryside walking.
The year 2001 continued in this successful vein, Alan Carter had agreesktorrd year as

Chairman, Chris Vickery came on board as Programme Secretaryeshefrthe committee
was unchanged, with this team there was to be no backsliding!

After the success of the ‘Brunch’ walk the previous October,
Lynda Bawden, pictured, decided to organise a ‘Breakfast
Walk’ on Sunday the 21January. This was a 12 mile circular
walk starting from Woburn with a late morning stop at the Fir
Trees pub in Woburn Sands for a cooked breakfast. This was
obviously much enjoyed as Lynda arranged yet another
breakfast walk on the #8October, starting from Woburn
Sands. This was another circular route but stopping at the Royal
Oak in Woburn this time for a full English cooked breakfast.

The Royal Oak had been a favourite pub of the Group since the late 1980esl @h many
walks in the Woburn area. However this Grade Il Listed building,t boil1774, was
destroyed by fire in January 2006, fortunately for us the brewery,n@reng, completely
restored it the following February which also included a new thatched roof.

In February disaster struck, foot and mouth disease broke out and suddeniyhble
countryside was out of boundall(public footpaths were closed between February and June,
it was September before all were finally reopened).

Half of the spring programme had to be scrapped, inventive walkssubstituted and the
Group arranged a programme of ‘Urban’ walks, visiting Cambridge, Oxford and Lomdon.
trip was also made to walk the Southend Millennium Walk, a trail debigede Ramblers
Association, being mainly a coastal path it was not closed.

One place however which became popular with walkers during this pesiasl, Milton
Keynes. In particular the many miles of redway paths and the &késllen & Coldecotte
which offered countryside walking in an urban area.

However these cows at Milton Keynes, pictured below, wereeatedfby the foot and mouth
disease! They have since been relocated into the Shopping Centre fawherotection -
from vandals.
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In the late summer some normality returned and the programme got undegsay

supplemented by a Cheese and Wine party at Chris & Derek Vek€here was a theatre
trip to see ‘Chicago’ at Milton Keynes and an evening Chinese mnreat

arranged. Two other items to note were, first our website woavwamnd
for ‘Website of the Month’ for July. The RA praised its ease ofcasgent
and attractively laid-out pages, all thanks to John Duxbury. Secondly
Phelps, pictured, led the first of his popular walks over BlowanDtrom
Dunstable Priory. Sadly Jim died several years later in 2008; se€
obituary on page 37.

At the AGM Alan Carter stepped down and was replaced by Tom Bro®haasnan and
lan Lindsay, a founder member of the Group, retired from the comnaittee 17 years
continuous service to both the Group and on the Bedfordshire Area commiltee&roup
continued to thrive with 240 members.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&8 walks were arranged covering a total of 575 miles.

2002 — Group fights planning application to save local footpaths.

The walk programme was supplemented by special expeditions to long eligtatins
including the North Downs Way and the Heart of England Path with Lynda Baamdithe
Wessex Ridgeway with Alan Carter. John Duxbury arranged several walkiekemds to,
Sweden, Turkey and Lulworth Cove in Dorset.

To keep everyone on track Tony Harding gave another navigation course in
June, with a theory map reading and compass session held in the evening at
the Swan Hotel. This was followed later at the weekend with an outdoor
practical course using both map and compass to navigate around the
Ivinghoe Beacon area.

In the autumn Footpath Secretary Ted Herbert, pictured, scorep
notable victory by beating off proposals for open quarrying of Fullg
earth at Wavendon Heath near Woburn. (Fuller’'s earth is used al
exclusively by the paper industryllhe mining company Steetle)
Woburn Bentonite Ltd had been extracting Fuller's earth from the af¢
since 1952 but only one site at Old Wavendon Heath was currg
operating which was expected to run out of permitted reserves by 4C
it finally closed in December 2004.
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The company applied for planning permission to extend its workings into Wavidedtn

(south) which would have seen the removal of several public footpaths attthictive area
of woodland. Ted gave written and oral evidence at the subsequent public igdinburn

Village Hall. As a result of the 12-day public inquiry, the proposase disallowed and
work was also stopped at the existing mining site on the other sidf¢obtirn Road.
Councillor Richard Payne, holder of the County Council’'s environment partfoinmented
that the decision ‘preserves the environment in the area from fuethmoachment’. The
company found another ‘unique source’ of the mineral near Oxford.

Bedfordshire County Council considered the application and refused planning pemmiss
mainly due to the environmental impacts of extraction in a locally degidraakta of great
landscape value. The picture below is the Wavendon Ponds, a SSSI near Longikgke C
which would have been lost if quarrying were to have gone ahead.

Part of Wavendon Heath south as it is today, saved for all to enjoy.

At the AGM Lynda Bawden took over as Chairman from Tom Brown, whdduadked to
move away from the town. Tom was a popular member of the Group havingrakso as
Publicity Officer and regular walk leader, always keen to help readdrs to reccy walks,
well remembered for his enthusiasm and sense of humour, especaliytyi ‘one-liners’.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&3 walks were arranged covering a total of 783 miles.
2003 - Following in the pilgrims footsteps.

The programme continued as full as before under the watchful eye of \dbkisry as
Programme Secretary, with walks every week plus the long digtatite and a new venture,
walking the Milton Keynes Boundary Walk in company with the Milton kse§@aneup. This
63 mile walk encircles Milton Keynes and was walked in 5 sepdadess each about 12
miles. The route is around the MK town boundary on existing Rights of ttWaugh the
valleys of the Rivers Tove and Ouse.

Left, the foot tunnel under thela
Grand Union Canal.

Right, the Iron Trunk

Agueduct, carrying the Grand

Union Canal over the river
Great Ouse.
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The final section of the North Downs
Way was completed in May,
unfortunately Lynda Bawden was taken
ill with pneumoniaand so unable to
lead the final section of the walk but
John Duxbury stepped in and led the
walk for her. Lynda had led the first
four stages of the trail, covering 121
miles annually between 2000 & 2002
and was obviously dissapointed at
being unable to complete this classic
ancient walk. However there was a
happy ending as Lynda did finish the
walk several months later with fellow
ramblers Alan & Heather Carter and Mary Kemp, who had also missed theeletson.

This photo was taken during the first stage near Farnham with Lynda fourtHdfom

This popular long distance trail is 153 miles long between Farnham and Doveltpivs the
crest of the North Downs ridge across Kent, with wonderful veduwise Surrey Hills. Part of
the route follows the old Pilgrim's Way, trod for hundreds of ydsrstravellers from
Winchester to the shrine of St Thomas Becket at Canterburg, was murdered at
Canterbury Cathedral in 1170.

The final 32 mile section, led by John
Duxbury followed the route from
Boughton Lees to Dover via Canterbury,
being a linear walk good use was made
of “good old British Rail” or whatever
it's called these days! This photo shows
the group on arrival at their final
destination in Dover on the™sMay.
(Leader John is hidden at the back with
the blue cap)

Apart from some excellent walking the Group enjoyed a full social yleanks to Social
Secretary Alan Carter. There was a Chinese Meal at the Shan Shui Cothoeese
Resturant in the High Street and an Annual Dinner at Heath Park House ichiviahich

was the Groups third visit to sample their excellent menu. Inl Apgre was a Ten-Pin
Bowling competion at the Megabowl in Milton Keynes and in June there wasrarel

Barbecue hosted by John & Chris Duxbury in their garden. Then in Septéneb&@roup

literally ‘went to the dogs’ with an action packed evening of Greyhoundgaat the Milton

Keynes Stadium which included a 3 course meal. In November there wasrang visit to
the Indian Pavilion in Lake Street and the year was finished off on thB&iember when
John Duxbury invited everyone back to his home for Mulled wine & miaseafter leading
a 13 mile walk to Soulbury and back.

If all these social functions were not enough, four ‘Pub Nights’ wese al
arranged through out the year, which required no organisation other than
members turning up at the Dukes Head in Heath & Reach for a chat and a
drink in friendly company. Sadly these were discontinued !
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At the AGM in November Chris Vickery stood down after seriregtyears as Programme
Secretary and Chris White took over the role. John Hartley joineddhenittee taking over
from Chris White as Committee Member. The Group had now achievechlership of 270,
a high point.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&@2 walks were arranged covering a total of 703 miles.

2004 — Walking in the French Alps.

2004 continued in the same busy vein with weekly walks, long distancegrathiibe South
Downs way was now on the agenda, meals out and a Theatre trip. Thea¢savasvisit to

the Shuttleworth Proms, a picnic style concert with the combinatiomref and unique
vintage aircraft flying in time to the National Symphony Orchestraetlening concluded
with a stunning firework finale.

Tony Harding led the first ‘Bluebell Walk’ in the Ashridge Estateearly May, when the
blooms are at their best; this popular walk has been repeated seveed since. The two
separate woods where the bluebells grow in profusion are both accesseth&deacon

Road; at Dockey Wood and Crawley Wood. They are recognised as being sbhedesdt

concentrations of bluebells to be seen in the three counties area and are thayatiee

National Trust.

Crawley Wood is the smaller of the two woods and less frequented dlc&ryDWVood but the
bluebells are equally spectacular. The Ordnance Survey (OS) triangulatianipithe far

corner of the wood is about 50 feet higher than the one on top of lvinghoe Beadlen a m
away to the north. These familiar concrete triangulation pillars wewdt through out
England by the OS between 1935 & 1945 and used by cartographers as bench marks to
produce maps. At the time there would have been no trees as they needéaitted views
between the hill top pillardor their theodolite, which measures angles between points to
determine their relative positions.

Dockey Wood Crawley Wood

On the social front, in March there was a Greek Meal at the CatklHHeath & Reach and
in July member Sue Pengelly hosted the annual barbecue at her home in Broditiagen
Milton Keynes. In the afternoon on thé"iDecember, following John Duxbury’s walk, there
was a mulled wine & mince pie social at St. Leonard’s Church halldath & Reach to kick
start the festive season.

Early in the year there was also three Pub Nights held at the Cotsk H

in Heath & Reach. It's thanks to Social Secretary, Alan Carter,
who arranged the various events.
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There was also a visit in June to walk in the French Alps at tlag®ifresort of Morzine. The
trip was organised by John Duxbury the Group Secretary, who arrangeldealalks. The
group took over a large spacious chalet looked after by a superb Canadiameads, were

accompanied by unlimited amounts of wine! Morzine is a well renownedrveki resort

but in the summer after the crowds had left the walking waslextebver snow covered
mountains which the summer sun slowly melted away as seen below.

Despite being high up in the snow covered Alps a few hardy membaes ®fdup found it
warm enough to wear shorts (true Brits!). Some even tried ‘bum boamivgi disused ski
slopes, a sort of sitting down version of snowboarding - for the older eashbl

The trip concluded with one of the great challenges in the French Alps: phnggl Half the
group gritted their teeth — the others rose to the challenge. Roped tpFRdnch man and
running fast down a mountain slope scattered with boulders seemed foolhardyrbotihe
— a great experience the few will never forget.

The AGM in November saw Group Secretary John Duxbury leave thatteerafier 7 years

of dedicated work. John achieved much for the Group in his
time, not just as a Group Secretary and walk leader but he
project managed and edited the Millennium Walks booklet, he
also obtained a Lottery Grant and donations amounting to
almost £8K to fund the booklet production. John organised
several overseas walking trips to Sweden, Turkey and France, he
also set up and managed the Groups first web site which won an
award from the Ramblers Association. (You can still view the
website athttp://jduxbury.users.btopenworld.coiote: the site

is no longer maintained). Shortly after leaving the committee
John retired from walking with the Group, no doubt to direct his
enthusiastic talents to other interests. At the AGM John Hartley
agreed to take over from John Duxbury as Group Secretary and MembersletaSecr

A couple of statistics to end the yeail walks were arranged covering a total of 650 miles.

2005 — The Group celebrates its®2@nniversary.

The walking year began with a brisk 6 mile walk around Pitstone Hillhensecond of
January and finished with a 9 mile walk in December around Whipsnade anddée T
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Cathedral. A full and varied programme of walks throughout the year wasagaga on
offer, and included a number of mid week and evening walks during the isomanths.

Sadly in March, fellow rambler Tony Ibotson died. Tony known
affectionately as ‘Swampy’ to his friends led several walks for the
Group but unfortunately had to give up walking in his last few
years as his diabetes worsened. Many knew Tony as a ‘gentle
giant, very knowledgeable about farming and countryside matters,
an interesting man to talk with, he was sadly missed.

In April, Mike & Ferial Hyde led a 7 mile themed walk of Floraompson’s ‘Lark Rise to
Candleford’ at Cottesford in Oxfordshire. The day was blessed widlylaveather, and a
sighting of the redoubtable Maggie Thatcher and entourage taking a stroll in the grofunds
Tusmore House, the local Manor. Large ‘Men in Black’ all in identazk suits, were very
conspicuous by their presence, and not at all welcoming of groups of passhignam

Note: Lark Rise to Candleford became a British television costuamadseries, adapted by
the BBC from Flora Thompson’'s trilogy of semi-autobiographical novel about her
Oxfordshire childhood, set in the small hamlet of Lark Rise and thehmaheighbouring
market town, Candleford, at the end of th& T&ntury. The first episode was aired some 3
years later in January 2008 on BBC One. Elaborate sets of the villdgésrk Rise
(representing Juniper Hill where Flora was born in 1876) and Candleford &eteally
made from fibreglass and filmed at two farms in Box & Neston Pask @ersham in
Wiltshire. Interior scenes were shot in a warehouse at a BBCidocah Yate, South
Gloucestershire.

The London Blind Walk was held in July when the group accompanied a number afbolind
partially sighted walkers from London on a 7 mile walk in the Wing area.

Long distance events were also well catered for in the year:
Lynda Bawden led Part 1 of the Leicester Round, covering 28 milesyusA
Chris & Roger White led 47 miles of the South Downs Way over ¢ekends.
Mike & Wendy Ley led 13 miles of the Chiltern Way in June.

The Social programme was also well taken care of with Dinner at ithalélya Restaurant
in Leighton Buzzard organized by Alan Carter who also arranged a canal @ogseream
tea walk in June. Lynda Bawden organised another of her breakfast walkdyilMeach at

the Green Man in Eversholt and Julian Chritchlow ended the ygharanmulled wine and
mince pie walk, held just before Christmas.

The group celebrated the ®@nniversary of it's formation on October "2&vith founder
member Tony Harding leading a 6 mile walk from Stockgrove PakSamdhouse Nature
Reserve and Kings Wood. A record number of members attended the walk.

This picture shows some of the 55 on the
walk, which finishing in time for a buffet at
the White House back in Leighton Buzzard,
where the Town Mayor Mark Freeman met
and congratulated the Group on reaching
its 20" anniversary.
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Afterwards at the Swan Hotel in the High Stre
members toasted the anniversary and ¢
Chairman Peter Clarke ‘marked’ the occasid
with a traditional ‘cutting the cake’ ceremony
(Peter was Group Chairman from 1995
1998).

A couple of statistics to end the ye&1 walks were arranged covering a total of 575 miles.

2006 - A book of local walks is produced.

John and Lynda Hartley led the way into ouf'3/ar with a seven mile walk on New Years
Day, perfect for blowing away those post celebratory cobwebswalkestarting at the Tring
museum, ended as is customary, at a local pub, where the open fireigbaappreciated.

Late winter and early spring was notable for long dry weather spells, vat'’knee deep in
mud’ walks across ploughed fields this year!

The new committee is now firmly in place with Ken BaratriGha Spencer, June Ayres
Wendy Ley and Roger White, replacing Lynda Bawden, Alan Carter, Manp,Kgally Clay
and Rita Barry.

To celebrate the Group’s Zlyear, a splendid little book of
“Favourite Walks” was produced under the editorship of
John Hartley and a team of around 50 assistants! Fifteen
local walks were featured, all with accompanying route
maps and photographs. The book also included the rules of
The Country Code and a section on Safety when Walking. A
brief introduction was provided by Carole Dixon the Group
Chairman. The project was supported by the Greensand
Trust, South Bedfordshire and Leighton Buzzard Councils
and the Ramblers Association.

July saw the Group again playing host to The London Blind
Rambling Club. A seven mile circular walk was arranged, starting ftloenLeighton
Buzzard Rail Station, taking in the canal path and the Three Locks. Thevaslked by
Chris White; Chris also provided tea and cakes at her home after theavaice gesture.

Long distance events this year were once again well taken care lofLwida Bawden
leading the following parts of the Leicester Round:

In April, Part 2 covered 26 miles over a weekend.
In August, Part 3 covering 26 miles over a weekend.
In September, Part 4 covered 28 miles over a weekend.

Mike and Wendy Ley led the following parts of the Chiltern Way:
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In March, Part 4 covering 11 miles.
In July, Part 5 covering 11 miles.
In September, Part 6 covering 10 miles.

A Mid May Walking Break was highly successful, the four nights atvay

Lynton, North Devon was organised by John and Lynda Hartley. The

Group stayed at the very comfortable Valley of the Rocks Hotsintoih.

Two walks a day were on offer, one long walk and one slightly less
ambitious. One particular high level walk on Exmoor was memorable for

the monsoon conditions encountered. Spirits however remained un
dampened and it was agreed that another holiday should be planned for next year.

Catriona Spencer organised two Blue-Badge guided tours of historic London duriyegthe
The first, a spring walk, began with the rail journey to London and a picrieinoyal park,
pictured below. After meeting up with the tour guide, the group enjyadcinating walk

along the Thames embankment as far as Southwick Cathedral, en-route wsrewae the
Thames from the Oxo Tower, crossing the famous wobbly foot bridge.

The group rounded off the day with a meal in a London pasta house; the pasta holse itsel
was rather unusual being formerly a bank, the bank vaults now housing cerg $adies
powder rooms.

The second tour was an evening “Halloweg
walk” in old London, then supper and the ral
journey home, both events were very enjoyap
and well attended.

This picture was taken during the ‘Histori
Tours of London’ showing Yvonne Banks, S4
Clay and walk leader Catriona Spencer.

The walking year drew to an end with a minc
pies and mulled wine walk hosted by Juli
Chrichlow. The final walk of the year being Kq
and Rita’s Winter Wonderland Walk in Wobu
Woods.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&0 walks were arranged covering a total of 576 miles.

2007 - The Group hosts the Greensand Ridge Walk’8 Rhniversary.

A gentle start to our 2007 walking programme, with Carole Dixon leading a goodut on
a five mile stroll in the Three Locks area. In July Carole #sbh together with Malcolm
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Dunn, the now annual London Blind Club walk, which this year started frdtanvKeynes
Station. Cheering up dreary February was a dinner at The Queen’s Head, Wing.

Long distance events during the year included; Part 5 of The Leicest@dRIed by Lynda
Bawden. This section was from Aston Flamville to Newton Linfongrmg 29 miles, over
one weekend. Leg stretching walks included Alan Carters 16 miler ildbery area, a 15
mile walk with Mike and Wendy Ley in the Mursley area and from Gihge, a 15 mile
linear walk from Lower Slaughter to Chipping Camden in the Cotswolds.

In May of the year the group enjoyed a splendid four day walking holiday in,CGhay on
Wye. Accommodation in the atmospheric Baskerville Hall Hotelomt) be remembered for
the entire group of about 30 ramblers reclining on a four poster bed occupieanbgndi
Diane Phelps. (Photographic evidence is available for a small fee payabthe local
magistrate’s court!) A varied assortment of walks, both high llevej walks, along Offa’s
Dyke and lower level, shorter walks were on offer, all btksgth glorious English weather.

July and Chris Vickery led
ramblers on a delightful walk
along the River Thames from
Marlow to Henley-on-Thames, the
return by river cruise boat amid
the hustle and bustle (and wealth)
of Henley during the regatta
period was most enjoyable.
Clivendon House could be seen on
the opposite bank and those of a
certain age will recall its
associations in the 1960s withe
MP John Profumo, Secretary of
State for War and Christin€eeler
the reputed mistress of an alleged
Russian spy

Also in July, the Summer B.B.Q. held at Julian Chritchlow’s, tisertke were particularly
appreciated by all.

At the annual Linslade Canal Festival, held at Tiddenfoot Waterside Pdtkyinthe Group
had a Ramblers Stall, aimed at increasing our prominence in the commumgs Ktaffed
throughout the event by teams of Rambler volunteers. H.Q. provided pastergarious
giveaways; Julian and June prepared and assembled a splendid photographic montage.

October, and the Greensand Ridge Walk celebrated 21 yea
existence. Ramblers from Bedford arrived by a special t
provided by Silverlink. Several of our Group’s walk leaders met
arrivals at Leighton Buzzard Station and led three column
walkers, leaving at 15 minute intervals, on a walk to Stockg
Country Park where the main celebrations took place. The wal
returned to Leighton Buzzard station via a shuttle of vintage b
provided by the Greensand Trust. You can view a two minute
of the occasion and should recognise a few familiar faces (Hold the
CONTROL key and click to follow the link) at:

and enter;greensand ridge walkn the search for video box then

click the find icon.
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On Saturday 18 October, Julian
Chritchlow led a six mile walk near
Wendover, followed by an excellent
lunch, drinks and a tour of the Chiltern
Brewery which included an opportunity
to sample their products! The brewery is
located at the foot of Coombe Hill; the
Chiltern Brewery is Buckinghamshire's
oldest independent brewery. This photo
must have been taken before the tour as
everyone looks remarkably sober!

S —————————————————————————————

The year ended with mulled wine and mince pies at Carole Dixon’s oimesiade. The
last waéqk of the year was 9 miles in the Barton Hills area neeoi®iled by Chris White on
Dec. 30.

Group membership remains steady at around 250, all of whom receivewalks
programme, of this number roughly 25% are regular walkers with the grampaisto the
RA national average. Fortunately we don’t get 100% turn outs on our walks!

A couple of statistics to end the yeai5 walks were arranged covering a total of 636 miles.

2008 — A cultural walking tour around Cambridge.

The year got off to a sad start. Fellow rambler Jim Phelps diethe 2° January 2008 at
the age of 79. Jim, a loyal and
energetic member of the Ramblers
for many years he never ceased to
amaze us with his energy and
stamina, despite his ‘Senior Citizen’
status. There were occasional
variations between the actual and
the published length of his walks!
Jim also cycled a lot and was unique
in never having taken a driving test.
He led his popular walk across
Blows Down near Dunstable several
times; it was often referred to as
‘Jims Walk’ as nobody else seemed
to know the area as well as Jim. He
was well thought of within the Group and a Memorial walk was arranged ahdyleChris
White on the 12 Oct '09 following his favourite walk from Dunstablerf?riover Blows
Down to Caddington and back. Jim’s cheery company will be missed.

Another successful social calendar:
- February saw members meeting for dinner at the Queens Head in Wing.
March and another Ceilidh at the Village Hall in Haddenham.
April and Lynda Bawden arranged another Breakfast Walk with breakfast &irthe
Tree, Woburn Sands. Thirty walkers enjoyed the short walk to theréerHotel and
a traditional English breakfast after which, it was noted, sevetthtdms opted to
cut short the 10 mile walk and return to the start point!
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In May there was a walk with a difference. A Dawn Chorus and Migrébad Walk with
Martin Kincaid of the Milton Keynes Parks Trust. A surprising nunadfgeople turned out
for a 5.00 am start at the Peace Pagoda at Willen Lake. Walkers ergapedse over the
lake, an excellent and informative guided walk, and breakfast at thedak®estaurant. Non
breakfasters dashed off to join one of two other walks being heldhateday.

Also in May, the Spring Walking Holiday took place in Montgomery. Yet ansibeessful
week away, good companions, a good hotel, good food and a varied selection ofh watks i
lovely part of the land. Further sections of Offa’s Dyke were oceteqgh following on from
last years Clyro sections. John and Lynda Hartley’s connections witid¢éh©ffice paid off
once again, supplying us with wonderful weather.

A cultural trip to Cambridge took place i
July. The group enjoyed fine weather and 1
services of an excellent and amusing B
Badge Guide. The unexpected inclusion o
visit to Kings College Chapel was a definifd
highlight. A late lunch at the Anchor riversid
pub was enjoyed, and for some of the groug
punt excursion on the river Cam where addi
to the interest, their boatman fell into the r|ve|r
The loss of a boatman apart, it was a ve
enjoyable outing.

Another couple of events took place in July. The

Group had a Ramblers Stand at the Linslade Canal Festival which was staffedntsy of
rambler volunteers. Once again we hosted the London Blind Club Walktinbis guided
walk with the Milton Keynes Parks Trust in Linford Woods.

In September & October Tony Harding gave the fifth of his navigation and
map reading courses with two theory sessions held at Gilbert Indlefie
School and a practical compass session around the Ivinghoe Beacon area.
They were very informative and well attended - no excuses foatobters

now! (Editors note: Ramblers do not get lost, they temporarily aaspl
their bearings. Any such occurrence should be viewed as a ‘route
correction opportunity’)

Footpath Secretary Ted Herbert was actively involved and even supeortive of the
findings of a Public Inquiry regarding the route of a footpath through Sewela@est(just
north of Totternhoe) that revealed the existence of a footpath forgattansi99.

A Midsummer 21 mile Challenge, organised and led by John and Linda Hartléyne.
There were three separate consecutive walks of
10, 6 & 5 miles between Ivinghoe,
Berkhamsted, Aldbury and back to Ivinghoe.
Some traveled by train from Leighton Buzzard
to Berkhamsted and lifts were arranged by car
to return everyone to Leighton Buzzard
afterwards. Ten walkers completed all three
walks and were awarded -certificates. The
picture shows a few of the walkers after the
walk at lvinghoe (not all those shown did the
full 21 miles!). Those who completed the 21
mile challenge were: Ross Hobbs (right), Ken
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Barry (2" right), John Hartley (% right), Mary Kemp (# right), Trish Makin (' right),
Caroline Edwards, Dom Davies, Barbara Barber, Paul Farmer and Linda éjaibottom
left).

Other long distances walks: Lynda Bawden led several sections NetieeWay and Chris
White led sections of the Greensand Ridge Walk. Michael and Wendgd_ayWalking
Weekend from Marlow to Bledlow Village.

The AGM was held at the Hunt Hotel in Linslade. This saw CarolenDstanding down as
chairman and Malcolm Davison taking her place. Mike Hyde joined Ted Heasbexint

footpath secretary. The year ended in December with the now tradifiinakd Pie and
Mulled Wine Walk with June Ayres and Julian Chritchlow.

A couple of statistics to end the ye&®0 walks were arranged covering a total of 693 miles.

2009 - A kissing gate is donated by the Group.

A chilly start to the year, with snow affecting several wiiksughout January & February.
Ungritted country roads often making driving to start points just too .rigkyity, as 10 mile
treks in blizzard conditions can be quite exhilarating!

The social calendar consisted of Dinner at the Queens Head Hotel at Wing iudigbrA
barbecue after a walk in the Blows Down area near Dunstable, with dtkitMalcolm
Davison, and the sun shone all day! Once again Julian Chritchlow ended thevyleaa
mulled wine and minced pie walk after a walk from the Sundon Hill Colfdrk in
December.

A walk with a difference in May as the Group set off on a repdasbyears, ‘Dawn Chorus
Walk’ with Martin Kincaid of the Milton Keynes Parks Trust and a 5.0Gst&amt!

In June, Dom and Tracey Davies organised a 21 Mile Challenge Walk. Wheze3 Stages
of 9, 6 and 6 miles in the Woburn area with 32 walkers at the stapicased below.

19 walkers completed stages 1 & 2. The remaining 13 walkers wentompbete the

course and afterwards trudged to the local ale house (Royal Oak in Woburrd aidgover
that they had sold out of beer! AS2hirthday party the previous evening had quite literally
drunk them dry. The walkers who completed the 21 miles were Té&taym&Kimble, Mary
Kemp, Ken Barry, Barbara Barber, Dom & Tracey Davies, Ross Hdldide & Ferial
Hyde, Wendy Ley, John Hartley and Paul Farmer.

July saw the Group hosting the London Blind Walking Club with Dom and Treadind
the group on a 6 mile walk in the Woburn Deer Park. September wasettferdshire
Ramblers Walking Festival. This was a nine day event with tightbe Buzzard Group
providing seven of the festivals walks. Barbara Barber’s contribution pairsix mile walk
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starting and finishing at the splendid Pitstone Green Museum. Try theoea and home
made cakes.

For the Spring Holiday Malcolm and Janet Davison organised a trip to Buxton in
Derbyshire. The Group enjoyed four days of excellent walking in the Pistict. Not all
were under clear blue skies it may be remembered. That said mommemshe sun breaks
through can be very beautiful indeed. Two Theatre visits were also ordamnseh included
Ken Dodd staring in one of his quite amazing and epic performances.

At the Linslade Canal Festival in July the Ramblers stand enjoyedisdysaj level of
interest from would be members, assisted it must be admitted édly smmmer weather.
Interest in rambling it should be noted, came mainly from the bus pass hgklgroup!

In September the Group funded a kissing gate, complete with Rambler
plaques, as a replacement for a decidedly rickety stile at thefsike
Old Water Mill in Southcott Village, Linslade.

The opening “cutting the ribbon” ceremony carried out by Leighton
Buzzard Mayor Clir. Karen Cursons, was attended by Charles Ashby
of Ascott Estates, Ramblers Area Secretary Barry Ingram and local
ramblers. The Leighton Buzzard Observer covered the event,
additional photos, as pictured below, and write ups appeared in
Bedfordshire County Council’s, "Get Out Magazine” and the Ramblers J6ath Walker
Magazine. Following the ceremony ramblers and guests, Mayor and Chaidedglenjoyed

a short inaugural walk through this very pretty and little walked parowht

November saw the Area A.G.M. which this year fell to the Gmtp4gt. This was held in the
Village Hall, Great Brickhill. Ken Barry led a four mile walk the area after which ladies of
the Group provided an excellent lunch. Martin Kincaid of Milton Keynesdarst gave a
fascinating talk with an over head projection accompanying superb photos of the pedk
and insect life.
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In December there was a housing development proposal by J.S. Bloor fowé&Bi@gs on
land at Stoke Road, Linslade. Footpath Secretaries were involved with lotlaéraction
groups in opposing the development. Ramblers Head Office Adviser wead tovChair a
meeting of the groups at the Hunt Hotel on tffe2cember. A Public Inquiry was held the
following year in 2010 which rejected the proposal.

A couple of statistics to end the yea9 walks were arranged covering a total of 639 miles.

2010 — The 2% Anniversary Year.

And so to 2010 and our ®5anniversary, which coincided with the foundation of the
Ramblers’ Association, 75 years ago. There may be people reading thigeara5time who
are planning our 59 anniversary celebrations.

If so — good luck to you and HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

You may be interested in a few items which affected our situation ina@@d1Bere are just
some of them:-
In 2009 there was financial panic worldwide with the collapse of banks and
repercussions extended into 2010 with much criticism over thefskenuses heads
of financial institutions granted themselves.
In Iceland, Mount Eyjafjallajokull erupted, preventing egress to and feain,
European air space for weeks on end — with dire consequences for theiaspioit
thousands of holiday makers.
The weather in the early part of the year had a marked affect owalking.

The year got off to a bad start, with the heaviest snowfall in 30
years, it was not surprising that several walks in early January had
to be cancelled. Most local schools closed and the high street
pavements in Leighton were too icy to walk on as the council had
run out of salt, even the bins were left un-emptied for sever&kswee
Driving to a walk starting place was therefore too dangerous, if not
impossible.

Apart from a few glitches early in the year caused by the bad we&®i0, goes very much
as planned with all scheduled Sunday walks being reasonably well supported and Tuesday
walks continue to take there place in our programme.

Two new members joined the
committee, Ferial Hyde too
over as Social Secretary anp
Chris Vickery rejoined the
committee, this time a$
Publicity Officer. Ferial’s first
function was to organise th¢
Annual Dinner at Mama
Rosa’s Italian Restaurant in
March. 33 members were ¢
the dinner, there was a goo
atmosphere, very enjoyable
the food was excellent an
there were no complaints a
all.
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This year's spring holiday break saw us at Chichester in Sussex foarowal short
vacation, between ¥6and 20th May. We joined the local Chichester Ramblers Group who
took us for an 11 mile walk on one of the days. Seven walks were arranfged Hifferent
leaders.

Unfortunately an embarrassing problem occurred when Bob & Anneliese Birdeatally
locked their car keys in the boot. Even the AA couldn’t gain aceesspod Samaritan Ted
Herbert came to the rescue and drove Bob to Leighton Buzzard and backetd twdir
spare car keys from home. This photo below was taken on the South B{aynsear
Amberly with walk leader Chris Vickery!Zrom right.

For the third consecutive year a 21 mile Challenge Walk was arrangdted0th June, this
time it was centred on the Monument in Ashridge and organised by Mar&/endy Ley.

There were three walks of 10, 6 & 5 miles, 27 members took ptuttheg following 9

completing the full 21 miles: Wendy Ley, Dom & Tracey Daviesy & Pam Kimble, Ken
Barry, Ross Hobbs, Trish Makin and Paul from Lea and Icknield GrBigtured above

just some of the walkers who took part in the challenge walks, havivell deserved rest
break.

July saw us continue our tradition of meeting with the London Blind Clubfredbeach of
our clubs and a great day out for all. The blind walkers were metiagj Btation and were
led by Tracey & Dom Davies on a 5 mile walk around the Ashridge area.
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On the 28 July there was a “Chairman’s Barbeque” which took
place at Malcolm and Janet Davison’s home in Dunstable after
they had led a 6 mile walk. The walk started in Dunstable then
went via Kensworth to Whipsnade Heath and visited the Tree
Cathedral; the return route was along the Dunstable Downs
before dropping back down into Dunstable, to Malcolm and
Janet’'s home. As you can see on the left, Malcolm was also Head
Chef for the day!

Pictured below, is a few of the Group enjoying a drink in the garden, leéinto right is
Ferial Hyde, Trish Makin, Chris Vickery, Janet Davison and Hubby Mic

The following week was the Linslade Canal Festival, once again the Growupdtalli run by
members to promote the Ramblers and encourage local people to join uss Rest also
on display, invited the public to come on one of tHeAniversary Walks in October.

Pictured at the stall are from left to right,
Rita Barry, Diana Mehew, Barbara
Barber, Chris Vickery and Hanna
Harding. Diana (Group Secretary) and
Chris  (Publicity Officer) are both
Founder Members, having joined the
Group in October 1985, a quarter of a
century ago - surely they must have joined
up as teenagers!!

The second Bedfordshire Walking Festival was arranged i
coincide with the Ramblers Associationd" Zhniversary with a
range of walks from the™4to 12" September 2010. The Leightc
Buzzard Group participated in this national festival, leading 5
the 59 walk. Our Group walks were led by Mike Hyde (8 mjlq
from Wingfield), Malcolm Davison (6.5 miles from Whipsnade
Chris Vickery (6.5 miles from Ridgmont), Julian Chritchlow |(§
miles from Woburn) and John Hartley (8 miles from Dunsta
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Downs). Chris Vickery's walk on the™7September was part of the Ramblers" 75
Anniversary Baton Walks and was well attended with 33 walkers joiningviaoous parts
of the county.

How the RA Started

When the Ramblers first came into being, much of Britain was out of btwundslkers.

Enclosure, followed by the Industrial Revolution, had swallowed up vadis tof
formerly common land in a process that had placed, for example, 99% of the
Peak District off limits onto private company or estate land. Early
walkers risked prosecution, gamekeepers and even man traps, but
despite the hardships, tens of thousands of ramblers fled the towns
for the countryside every weekend. In 1932, the conflict betwedyieram

and landowners over access to the Derbyshire grouse moors led to a
mass trespass on Kinder Scout in which several ramblers wereeatrast

subsequently imprisoned. Federations of ramblers clubs sprang up all oveouhg&y to
lobby for access and explore the land, and in the early 1930’s the National Cofinci
Ramblers’ Federations was formdd. 1934 the decision was taken to change the council's
name, and so on 1 January 1935 BRemblers’' Association was officially founded.

Over its 75 year history, the Ramblers has witnessed a seséifiian the nation's attitude
towards the countryside from 'theirs' to 'ours'. The Ramblershasan137,000 members and
there are 500 local groups, all enjoying the benefits and right to walk incountryside
which the Ramblers have fought tirelessly to obtain.

The Leighton Buzzard Ramblers $5Anniversary

The first of the Groups 35Anniversary Walk’s, a 20 mile circular challenge walk, was held
on Saturday the™ October. The walk followed the route of the Leighton — Linslade Loop,

R REEEEEE———————I——————————

starting from Stockgrove Country Park via Wing to Slapton. Ten men@kspart with
Mike Hyde (right) leading the first 10 miles. After a pub stop atGhepenters Arms in
Slapton, Ken Barry (ﬁ from left) took over the leadership for the next 10 miles via
Stanbridge and back to Stockgrove. Six members completed the full 20ancilesere
awarded with 28 Anniversary Memorial Certificates, these were: Ken BaRgss Hobbs,
Trish Makin, Dave Neilsen, Andrea Deeley and David Dumpleton. Thee@bove shows
all of the participants at Slapton.

The second of the anniversary walks took place on Suridi@c®ber, again starting from
Stockgrove Country Park. The route for this 6 mile walk was viat@eckhill and through
the recently opened Rushmere Park which was purchased by the CentsaC8encil the
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previous year and added to Stockgrove Country Park. The section through Raustarier
included some of the recently opened new Permissive Paths whicimerobers where not
aware of. This picture was taken at the start of the walkgint Irain; the walk was led by
Tony Harding, (rear % from left).

The final anniversary walk was held on Tuesday th©8tober, exactly 25 years to the day
that the Group was formed. Another local walk of 7 miles was led by Gokery from
Tiddenfoot Waterside Park. The route was via Wing and Ledburn, then alotentdeo the
Grove Lock. The picture below is of the Group at the Grove lbmtkye visiting the pub for
lunch and a celebratory drink with leader Chris in the centre waving.

The same evening"{8ctober) saw 66 members, new and old, meeting at the Conservative
Club in Leighton Buzzard for the ®Bnniversary social. This was a really great do, marred
only by a speech from your Chairman! but which was nicely offset bghgse&om the
Mayor of Leighton Buzzard, Gordon Perham and Barry Ingram, our area Chairman.

The turnout was really great with a good smattering of founder membeies lange number
of members who we do not often see on walks but whom, cleallgsstitiate themselves
with the group. The subsequent buffet was superb and a good time was had by all!
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The customary cake cutting, pictured, was performed by the Mayor, accompanied by

the Group founder members and the current Chairman Malcolm Davison. Thellgpe
decorated cake is shown inserted.

The picture below has also been included as it is quite unique in 8radwts the first and
current Chairmen; left is lan Lindsay (Chairman 1985 - 1989) and rightak®im Davison
(Chairman 2008 - 2010).

The Groups AGM was held at the Hunt Hotel in Linslade on tfeNvember, all of the
current committee members stood again for re-election. It was raethe Group now had
218 members, (there were just 55 members at the first AGM nT&6& Groups financial
funds totalled a healthy £1,621 (there was just £47 at the first AGBInhAW have between
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20 to 25 walk leaders, although concern was raised that we may not be @oletittue to
have regular weekly walks without more walk leaders. Treasuesr Barry had also
managed to obtain additional funding from the Ramblers Headquarters to pay theagrinti
cost for 5 copies of this 25 year history booklet, for loan to memb#rsutvthe internet to
access the Groups website.

A couple of statistics to end the yeai3 walks were arranged covering a total of 578 miles.

One final statistic
Over our first 25 Years the Group has arranged 1,814 walks which covered atgtainof
15,847 miles, that's an average of 8.73 miles per walk.

Note; 15,847 miles is equivalent to walking from Lands End to John O’Groats#&8 ti
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkkkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkhhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
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A Challenge!

Now that the history of the Groups first 25 years has been sfbgssmpleted, a standard

has been set and sthe gauntlet has been thrown downA challenge for the future
committee’s who follow in our footsteps to record the activitighisfsplendid
Group of the Ramblers. With today’s digital technology and tomorrowso yet
come future technologies, there can be no excuse to ignore this challenge —
don’t let us and your loyal members down. We look forward to 2035 and your
50" anniversary history article, even if we may not all be around to tad i

Tony Harding
Editor
December 2010
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15t lan Lindsay
1985 — 1989
ond Tony Burge
1989 — 1992
3 Peter Clarke
1992 — 1995
4t Helen Cox
1995 — 1998
5th Alan Carter
1998 — 2001
gh Tom Brown
2001 — 2002
th Lynda Bawden
2002 — 2005
g Carole Dixon
2005 - 2008
g Malcolm Davison
2008 — 2010

(Chairmen were elected or re-elected at the Groups AGMisheNovember)
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